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May 2009 Submitted by Roger John
Highlights

· 97 members in the Aboriginal Circle Chapter as of April 2009

· Members of the ACC presented to the Counsellor-Educators Chapter in Saskatoon

· An Aboriginal Chapter meeting will take place at Saskatoon 2009 Wed May 20th

· The Aboriginal Circle Chapter President has met with the President of the counsellor-educators chapter and the president of the social justice chapter 

· Financial status: $ 3159.27 in membership fees there will be adjustments for refunding the chapter president for fees incurred for food for last year’s national conference and for a gift to be provided to sweatlodge hosts in Saskatoon 2009

· Andrea Currie agreed to take on the role of liaison with our board liaison, Real Leclerc

· The ACC executive has had two conferences this is the preferred and most effective method of communication for the ACC

Concerns and Issues

· The E-group for the ACC established on the Yahoo website has not been as successful as hoped. 

· Periodic informational emails are distributed to members but there is still a desire by the chapter executive to involve ACC members beyond intermittent updates 

· The ACC executive would like for their members to play a greater, established role in the recognition of territory and organization of cultural/ceremonial events at CCA national conferences

· The ACC has had difficulty connecting with Real LeClerc, our board liaison

· The ACC executive sees the establishment of recognition of First Nations, Metis and Inuit in the CCA guidelines for organization of national conferences as critical to increasing the relevance of the national conference for ACC members, Indigenous clients, families and their communities

· This is critical as Indigenous peoples in Canada continue to occupy the lowest rungs of the socio-economic ladder. For example, in BC, Indigenous children comprise 60% of children in care, but Aboriginal people comprise only 5-6% of the population. Indigenous peoples have a tradition of underutilizing counselling services. We believe that counselling as a profession has much to offer Indigenous families and communities to heal from Colonial Trauma. 

Risk Status

· I appreciate the support from the ACC membership via the increased membership numbers participation, but it is difficult to provide them with value for their membership fees with low attendance at Chapter meetings at the National conferences

· The ACC struggles to find its footing with such a geographical spread of membership and with such a geographical spread of its executive (BC, Ontario and the Maritimes)

Plans for the next reporting period

· Draft terms of reference

· Articulate suggestions to the board of directors 
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